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disturbance, but if any resistance was made, to bring the Cutwal a prisoner to me*
Before the Sepoys could get there the Mullahs were sent, but those who gave the
information to the Naick, and which were the people I wanted, were not among
the number. Upon my enquiring where they were, I was told that one was dead
and the other gone to Calcutta.

The practice of drawing their swords upon my people is very frequent when-
ever I have occasion to send them into the country either for provisions, bamboos,
straw, or any other article I may want for my garrison, or the troops under my
command, although 1 write to them in the most polite and civil manner for the
smallest article, and never suffer any person under me to take the value of a straw
without paying for it; notwithstanding which they will not supply me with any
thing by consent but on the contrary abuse my people in the most gross man-
ner, and frequently when the gentlemen belonging to this station have sent their
servants to purchase things, they have been beat in a most cruel manner.

^ The Zemeedars of Narainpoor, Beerpoor, and Chousah make a common prac-
tice of stopping boats, although they have regular rowannahs and pass-ports from
government. On my sending to know the reason for their detaining them, they
make use of the most disrespectful invectives against the Company and me; par-
ticularly the Zemeedar of Narainpoor, who not long ago confined one of the
Chowdries of Buxar for nineteen days in irons, and made him pay for another
man fifty-three Rupees. Upon my writing him on the subject to know why he
confined him, he drew his sword on the Sepoy I sent, and returned a verbal answer,
that if the Chowdry came on his side the river he would cut his nose and ears off.
and make him pay as much more.

Indeed, from the many instances I have experienced of the insolence of the se-
veral Zemeedars, and the many complaints I have made to their different Fouge-
dars of them, I have every reason to believe they are encouraged by them. I
shall therefore consider myself obliged by your procuring for me from the Rajah an
order for such articles as I may have occasion for, on my paying the customary
price, as by that means it will prevent any further trouble.

I have the honor to be &c.
BUXAR 23d May 1779.                               ISAAC EATON Capt. commanding.

[ Num. L C* ]   To Francis Fowke Esq;

Company's Resident B A N A M I S.
Sir,

o

N the 27th August 1 did myself the pleasure of addressing you on a subject
which I conceived of great moment to the Company, or at least to me, as

it